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28 of 30 review helpful A Master of Short Fiction By R M Simmons Katherine Anne Porter s stories as well as her 
novel Ship of Fools have never gone out of print They ve always been available in some edition or another albeit 
mostly in paperback So it s gratifying to see her stories finally grace the Library of America series in a handsome new 
hardcover edition edited by her most recent biographer Darlene Unrue Eudora Welty said that Katherine Anne Porter 
writes stories with a power that stamps them to their very last detail on the memory Set in her native Texas and her 
beloved Mexico prewar Nazi Germany and the gothic Old South they are stories of love outrage betrayal and spiritual 
reckoning that are severe but never cruel and always exquisitely precise They number fewer than thirty but as Robert 
Penn Warren commented many are unsurpassed in modern fiction and aKatherine Anne Porteras stories have rightly 
had the highest reputation in America since they first appeared in the early Thirties Porteras singularity as a writer is in 
her truthful explorations of a complete consciousness of life a aV S Pritchett 
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