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Edmund Wilson was the dominant American literary critic from the 1920s until his death in 1972 but he was also far 
more than that a chronicler of his times a historian of ideas a probing observer of himself and of the society around 
him With this volume and a companion volume devoted to the 30s and 40s the first two entries in what will be a series 
devoted to Wilson s work The Library of America pays tribute to the writer who first conceived the idea of a publishi 
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