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32 of 33 review helpful Definitely worth reading Highly recommended By M Yeung Simon Leys book The Hall of 
Uselessness is a collection of his essays written over a period of several decades Unlike similar books of essays the 
author presents a wide range of unlikely and unexpected subjects in a single volume His book introduces me to topics I 
normally would not dare to venture into such as Don Quixote Mao Zedong An NYRB Classics OriginalSimon Leys is 
a Renaissance man for the era of globalization A distinguished scholar of classical Chinese art and literature and one 
of the first Westerners to recognize the appalling toll of Mao rsquo s Cultural Revolution Leys also writes with 
unfailing intelligence seriousness and bite about European art literature history and politics and is an unflinching 
observer of the way we live now The Hall of Uselessness What made Leys most remarkable was his depth his 
continuous effort to try to get to the bottom of things to understand them and to render them with the great simplicity 
proper of the people who really worked through them nbsp mdash Francesco Sisci A 
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