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5 of 5 review helpful Lionel Trilling the Professor as Prophet By Christopher o d c Publication date 1950Lionel 
Trilling was a professor at Columbia and the familiarity with the Great Books engendered by teaching the Common 
Core is evident on nearly every page Thus he invokes Stendhal in an essay on Sherwood Anderson and in an essay on 
Huckleberry Finn he brings up Moliere In form The Liberal Imagination is one of the most admired and influential 
works of criticism of the last century a work that is not only a masterpiece of literary criticism but an important 
statement about politics and society Published in 1950 one of the chillier moments of the Cold War Trilling rsquo s 
essays examine the promise mdash and limits mdash of liberalism challenging the complacency of a na iuml ve liberal 
belief in rationality progress and the panac ldquo The Liberal Imagination 1950 applied the dialectical method to 
cultural themes by exploring the ways in which literary masterworks deflated the pieties of trendy left wing politics 
Trilling who identified himself as a liberal called for a ne 
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shop for illustrations and prints by david levine john springs james ferguson and pancho published in the new york 
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