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Written in the aftermath of the American Civil War during the ferment of national Reconstruction Walt Whitman 
rsquo s Democratic Vistas remains one of the most penetrating analyses of democracy ever written Diagnosing 
democracy rsquo s failures as well as laying out its vast possibilities Whitman offers an unflinching assessment of the 
ongoing social experiment known as the United States Now available for the first time in a facsimile of the original 1 
ldquo By an extraordinary feat of scholarship and interpretation Ed Folsom rsquo s new edition of Democratic Vistas 
presents this difficult work troubled yet ecstatic as something of great significance to our own times With its historical 
not 
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