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6 of 7 review helpful Emphasis on Agricultural By Scot F Martin Writer and farmer Wendell Berry is known for his 
clarity and wisdom This collection from 1982 is not a hiccough in that summation However this particular book may 
be slightly less accessible to general readers in that the emphasis is more on the Agri than the Cultural Though in his 
mind there is no such silly bifurcation The first part contains The essays in The Gift of Good Land are as true today as 
when they were first published in 1981 the problems addressed here are still with us and the solutions no nearer to 
hand One of the insistent themes of this book is the interdependence the wholeness the oneness of people the land 
weather animals and family To touch one is to tamper with them all We live in one functioning organism whose 
separate parts are artificially isolated by our culture com In this collection of essays continuing the argument begun 
with The Unsettling of America Wendell Berry writes of the importance of good farming to a healthy culture By 
health he means not the mere absence of disease but the operation of a ba 
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