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19 of 20 review helpful Get this book now By Meghan Cleary This is book is one of the most profound and indeed 
calming I ve read that captures the human experience especially as a mother Cutting through all conventional wisdom 
and the chatter of the day Manguso is most of all one of our most cherished philosophers who elevates the everyday to 
the mystical It is a slim tome you can easily read it in one sitting ldquo Manguso has written the memoir we didn 
rsquo t realize we needed rdquo The New YorkerIn Ongoingness Sarah Manguso continues to define the contours of 
the contemporary essay In it she confronts a meticulous diary that she has kept for twenty five years ldquo I wanted to 
end each day with a record of everything that had ever happened rdquo she explains But this simple statement belies a 
terror that she might forget s ldquo Manguso is a Proustian minimalist on the order of Lydia Davis both in the way she 
distills complex thoughts on time and memory into pure essence and in how she examines writing as a means of 
control While Manguso s thoughts are inward they w 
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