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1 of 1 review helpful Half of the Book Worth Five Stars By V M Badertscher The title is taken from a single long 
essay that he wrote for Esquire magazine It is amazingly self aware and he does not spare himself But it is misleading 
to say that the book is about his downward spiral actually only bits an pieces are I would have given this book five 
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stars when I started reading but then I discovered that only half of A self portrait of a great writer s rise and fall 
intensely personal and etched with Fitzgerald s signature blend of romance and realism The Crack Up tells the story of 
Fitzgerald s sudden descent at the age of thirty nine from glamorous success to empty despair and his determined 
recovery Compiled and edited by Edmund Wilson shortly after F Scott Fitzgerald s death this revealing collection of 
his essays as well as letters to and About the Author F Scott Fitzgerald 1896 ndash 1941 was one of the literary titans 
of the 20th century A member of the ldquo Lost Generation rdquo of the 1920s Fitzgerald rsquo s writings best 
captured what he termed ldquo The Jazz Age rdquo a period o 
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