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12 of 12 review helpful Much needed insight food for thought By Tim Lukeman Though born raised a Catholic I 
became agnostic in my teens and have remained so in the decades since but Thomas Merton remains a teacher a guide 
and even a spiritual master to this very day As I grow older his work speaks to me at a deeper deeper level grappling 
with the very roots knots of existence meaning And not just on a This collection of his prose writings reveals the 
extent to which Thomas Merton moved from the other worldly devotion of his earlier work to a direct deeply engaged 
often militant concern with the critical situation of man in the world Here this concern finds expression in poetic irony 
and in meditations intentionally dour In these brief challenging pieces Father Merton does not offer consolation or 
easy remedies He looks candid com This small collection of Merton s essays presents the Trappist monk at his most 
bracing Among other things it sheds great light on that phenomenon we call the 1960s which is when this book was 
first published Even while writing about topics as diverse 
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