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41 of 41 review helpful Reading Reading Vergil s Aeneid By Kathy Mancuso I am a student taking AP Latin Vergil as 
an independent study and I have found this book to be very useful in its strong explication of the text and its focus on 
things that are not often noticed in criticism The essays vary in quality but they always provide a different perspective 
on such topics as Aeneas s relations with family and nation t Vergil rsquo s Aeneid has been considered a classic if not 
the classic of Western literature for two thousand years In recent decades this famous poem has become the subject of 
fresh and searching controversy What is the poem rsquo s fundamental meaning Does it endorse or undermine values 
of empire and patriarchy Is its world view comic or tragic Many studies of the poem have focused primarily on 
selected books The approach here is comprehensive An About the Author Christine Perkell is Associate Professor of 
Classics at Emory University She is the author of The Poet s Truth A study of the Poet in Virgil s ldquo Georgics 
rdquo 
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