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A new interest in European maritime exploration was aroused with the publication of the first volume of J C 
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Beaglehole s edition of The Journals of Captain James Cook in 1955 In the forty odd years since then our knowledge 
of this exploration and of the imperialism of which it was a part has expanded enormously We now recognise that the 
scientific endeavours once seen as disinterested manifestations of the Enlightenment actually had both strategic and 
commerc It is a pleasure to review an old fashioned book free of modish interpretations and experimental 
methodologies Overall this is an interesting and readable collection of essays honestly researched and faithfully 
written a fitting tribute to the life and 
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