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I cannot O I cannot be reconciled to living as I have done for 3 years past hellip Will you let me try to soften if I 
cannot wholy releave you from your Burden of Cares and perplexities So begins Abigail Adams correspondence to 
herhusband in these volumes a plea to end their long separation as John Adams represented the United States in 
Europe while Abigail tended to family and farm in Massachusetts and passed on to John Crucial political information 
from Abigail Adams as these volumes suggest was the nation s First Lady not only of her husband s ill starred 
presidency but of this epoch of American history hellip She was in sum one of the superb letter writers in our history 
her smooth flowing prose s 
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