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28 of 29 review helpful Brilliant with the promise of better things to come By E Hawkins The Broken Estate is one of 
the best volumes of literary criticism to have been published in the last ten years It s plain that James Wood has 
immersed himself in comparative literature That he is so young is further cause for excitement and jealousy I happen 
to disagree with Wood s assessments of some of the writers dealt w Published when he was thirty three The Broken 
Estate is the first book of essays by the man who would become one of America s most esteemed literary critics 
Ranging in subject from Jane Austen to John Updike this collection introduced American readers to a new kind of 
humanist criticism Wood is committed to judging literature through its connection with the soul its appeal to our 
appetites and identities and he examines his subjects rigorously without ev com For James Wood great fiction is 
always a venture into danger a journey to the farthest shores By extension great criticism too should demand and risk 
all And his first collection The Broken Estate does so again and again Since Wood graduate 
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