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11 of 12 review helpful A few of them gain a great deal if you ve actually read or heard the piece By No a bat Miri If 
you re a fan of Gaitskill s writing chances are you ve caught some of these essays when they were published in 
magazines or anthologies but it doesn t hurt to read them again They re arranged more or less chronologically so 
reading through from beginning to end gives a sort of interesting time trave From one of the most singular presences in 
American fiction comes a searingly intelligent book of essays on matters literary social cultural and personal Whether 
she rsquo s writing about date rape or political adultery or writers from John Updike to Gillian Flynn Mary Gaitskill 
reads her subjects deftly and aphoristically and moves beyond them to locate the deep currents of longing ambition 
perversity and loneliness in the American unconscious She shows us the ldquo Gaitskill rsquo s intuition borders on 
clairvoyance Her prescience is agenda free but it rsquo s her exceptionally discerning writings on women mdash Linda 
Lovelace Elizabeth Wurtzel Sarah Palin Hillary Clinton mdash that make one wish she ha 
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