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10 of 11 review helpful An Unmissable Collection of Real Life By Robert W Getz It s difficult to remember what rock 
criticism or cultural commentary was like before Greil Marcus which I suppose is another way of saying that the risks 
and innovations that have always marked his work have now become so much a part of our daily conversation that we 
accept and indeed expect any sort of criticism from Pitchfork to People to From the author of The History of Rock 
rsquo n rsquo Roll in Ten Songs comes his ldquo Basement Tapes rdquo the complete ldquo Real Life Rock Top 10 
rdquo columns For nearly thirty years Greil Marcus has written a remarkable column called ldquo Real Life Rock Top 
Ten rdquo It has been a laboratory where he has fearlessly explored and wittily dissected an enormous variety of 
cultural artifacts from songs to books to movies to adv ldquo Marcus is as likely to train his discerning gaze on a 
subway busker using a spare change filled coffee cup to create a Motown worthy groove as he is to wax poetic on 
Adele or Lady Gaga rdquo mdash Christian Science Monitor 
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