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1 of 1 review helpful a beautifully written thoughtful mix of experience and research like chatting with a bright and 
engaging friend By David Evans I have felt that I will read any book that Anne Fadiman writes this confirms that 
conviction What s a familiar essay Fadiman doesn t give a precise definition in her preface but she characterizes the 
genre The familiar essayist didn t speak to the millions In At Large and At Small Anne Fadiman returns to one of her 
favorite genres the familiar essay a beloved and hallowed literary tradition recognized for both its intellectual breadth 
and its miniaturist focus on everyday experiences With the combination of humor and erudition that has distinguished 
her as one of our finest essayists Fadiman draws us into twelve of her personal obsessions from her slightly sinister 
childhood enthusiasm for catching butterf From Publishers Weekly Starred Fadiman a National Book Critics Circle 
Award winner for The Spirit Catches You and You Fall makes a bold claim I believe the survival of the familiar essay 
is worth fighting for The familiar essays that Fa 
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