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7 of 7 review helpful Powerful Thoughts But Doesn t Add Up To A Powerful Message By Benny Profane Before 
picking up this book I was familiar with David Shields having read Black Planet The Thing About Life Is That One 
Day You Will Be Dead and Reality Hunger and a few other of his essays Shields is both brutally honest emotionally 
and intellectually super powered for instance in Black Planet he combines a racia Blending confessional criticism and 
cultural autobiography David Shields nbsp explores the power of literature to make life survivable maybe even 
endurable Evoking his deeply divided personality his nbsp character flaws his woes his serious nbsp despair he wants 
literature to assuage human loneliness but nothing can assuage human loneliness Literature doesn t lie about this 
mdash which is what makes it essential This is a captivating thought provoking ut com Guest of ldquo How Literature 
Saved My Life rdquo by David Shields By Cheryl Strayed 
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