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0 of 12 review helpful kinds of perfectionism By dropslaw witstomp I have not been tickled much by American 
philosophy but a recent interest in the romance of individualism in Emerson and Nietzsche tricked me into thinking 
that I might pick up something from Stanley Cavell s lectures on Emersonian perfectionism Nietzsche and five of his 
books are mentioned frequently enough to convince me that Cavell knows a tremendous am In these three lectures 
Cavell situates Emerson at an intersection of three crossroads a place where both philosophy and literature pass where 
the two traditions of English and German philosophy shun one another where the cultures of America and Europe 
unsettle one another Cavell s readings of Wittgenstein and Heidegger and Emerson and other thinkers surely deepen 
our understanding of them but they do much more they offer a vision of what life can b From Library Journal These 
three lectures delivered by Cavell philosophy Harvard to the American Philosophical Association go far beyond any 
mere apologia for Emerson Skillfully embedding his admiration for and explication of Emerson within a modern tradit 
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