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great read Very thorough and eye open examination of society in the USA What I would have liked to read more about 
however is the merging of cultures which is unique to the United States and which makes it the only country in the 
world which is purely made up of immigrants and their descendants It is Eco displays in these essays the same wit 
learning and lively intelligence that delighted readers of The Name of the Rose and Foucault rsquo s Pendulum His 
range is wide and his insights are acute frequently ironic and often downright funny Translated by William Weaver A 
Helen and Kurt Wolff Book From Publishers Weekly This uneven collection reflects the Italian scholar s love of the 
Middle Ages one essay compares American universities to monasteries another focuses on Thomas Aquinas though 
for the most part Eco relentlessly analyzes the present 
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