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2 of 2 review helpful pragmatist manifestos By Stanley Crowe Tony Judt was a distinguished historian of modern 
Europe but the essays in this collection are opinion pieces often in the form of book reviews and not examples of 
historical writing per se They are of course historically informed and as the title suggests Judt is highly critical of 
ideology and policy prescriptions that show scant respect for the facts a When the facts change I change my mind what 
do you do sir A great thinker rsquo s final testament a characteristically wise and nbsp forthright collection of essays 
spanning a career of extraordinary nbsp intellectual engagement nbsp In an age in which there has been an erosion of 
fact based journalism and the nbsp lack of independent public intellectuals has often been sorely lamented Tony Judt 
played a rare and valuable role bringing Mark Mazower Financial Times nbsp ldquo Tony Judt was a historian whose 
journalism includes some of the finest things he wrote In an era of growing anti intellectualism his essays remind us of 
what we gain when we stick fast to hig 
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