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232 of 242 review helpful Magisterial By Lee Walker I will append a single proviso to my five star rating to enjoy this 
book you will need a somewhat decent command of the English language and the capacity to unpack dense meaning 
Gibbon s prose to my mind is almost without par however it is very much written in the Enlightenment style which 
was more complex than what we accustomed to from today s workman like scribb Edward Gibbon s six volume 
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 1776 88 is among the most magnificent and ambitious narratives 
in European literature Its subject is the fate of one of the world s greatest civilizations over thirteen centuries its rulers 
wars and society and the events that led to its disastrous collapse Here in volumes one and two Gibbon charts the vast 
extent and constitution of the Empire from the reign of Augustus to 395 ad A I set out upon Gibbon s Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire and was immediately dominated both by the story and the style I devoured Gibbon I rode 
triumphantly through it from end to end and enjoyed it all Winston Churchill Gibbo 
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