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2 of 2 review helpful A must read for anyone traveling to Myanmar By JJS I suggested this book for my book club 
after having spent two weeks in Myanmar I do wish I had read it before I went So many things and places that we 
visited were discussed and so many traditions explained It is a beautifully written mysterious and haunting book 
reflecting the immense beauty mystery and haunting feeling of having seen the country In 1988 Dr John Casey a 
professor visiting Burma meets a waiter in Mandalay with a passion for the works of James Joyce and the encounter 
changes both their lives Pascal a member of the Kayan Padaung tribe was the first member of his community to study 
English at a university Within months of his meeting with Dr Casey Pascal s world lay in ruins Burma s military 
dictatorship forces him to sacrifice his studies and the regime s brutal armed forces mu From Publishers Weekly Khoo 
Thwe born in 1967 debuts with a remarkable portrait of his childhood in Phekhon the only Catholic town in Burma 
among the Padaung people a subtribe of the Karenni known for what outsiders call our giraffe women because of th 
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